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Find Solutions,  
Explore the Future
The latest emerging technologies addressing fisheries monitoring, control,  
and surveillance and seafood supply chain traceability and transparency. 

The Seafood and Fisheries Emerging Technologies (SAFET) Conference will be held at  
The Centara Grand Hotel, at Central Plaza Ladprao, in Bangkok, from 13-16 February 2019.
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2019
RECOGNISES THE IMPORTANT 
ROLE THAT THE SEAFOOD 
SUPPLY CHAIN PLAYS IN 
IDENTIFYING AND ASSISTING 
ACTIONS RELATED TO 
INVESTIGATIONS OF 
ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED, AND 
UNREGULATED (IUU) FISHING.

Bangkok
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Introduction

The World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF1) has conducted similar 
conferences biennially since 2014, with a vision to explore emerging 
technologies that have the potential to transform the conservation and 
management of the world’s fisheries. 

While WWF led previous events, a broad coalition of industry, 
government, and non-government organizations (NGOs) 
have come together to make the 2019 event the largest and 
most relevant to date. The SAFET Conference (formerly the 
Monitoring, Control, and Surveillance [MCS] Emerging 
Technologies Workshop) is the only global conference where 
MCS and, now, seafood supply chain practitioners from 
around the world can explore and learn about the very latest 
technologies available for application in fisheries MCS and 
supply chain traceability. 

By exploring emerging technologies as diverse as satellite 
remote sensing and unmanned surveillance vehicles, this 
conference will create and strengthen new connections among 
technology, industry, and government specialists as well as 
identify current and future opportunities for the application 
of innovative technologies in seafood supply chain traceability 
and fisheries MCS contexts. Moreover, the event will help 
identify potential solutions to complex fisheries challenges by 
connecting technology providers with fisheries and seafood 
supply chain professionals in a forum that fosters a mutual 
and global vision toward solving the conservation and 
management challenges global fisheries currently face.

The initial event held in Honiara, Solomon Islands, in 2014 
had an ambitious vision to explore and discover emerging, 
and potentially disruptive, technologies that had the potential 
to be applied to the conservation and management of the 
world’s fisheries. The second event held in Auckland, New 
Zealand, in 2016 expanded the scope of the original event and 
incorporated a theme of “Anything is Possible!” Following 
the execution of these two successful events and based on 
feedback from previous participants, the organisers decided 
to include supply chain traceability as a discrete component, 
acknowledging the interconnected role of the seafood supply 
chain with MCS technologies.

Thus, the theme for the 2019 SAFET Conference is 
“Illuminating the Supply Chain,” reflecting the recognition 
of the increasingly important role that the seafood supply 
chain plays in identifying and assisting actions related to 
investigations of illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) 
fishing. As evidenced by the implementation of regulatory 
measures by the European Union, United States, and, soon, 
Japan, regulatory authorities have progressively viewed 
seafood supply chain traceability as an increasingly important 
tool in combatting IUU alongside other available MCS tools.

Following the SAFET Conference, the International Monitoring, Control, and Surveillance 
Network (IMCS Network) will hold the Sixth Global Fisheries Enforcement Training 
Workshop (GFETW 2) on February 18-22, 2019, in the same venue.

1 http://wwf.panda.org/
2 http://gfetw.org/

http://wwf.panda.org
http://gfetw.org
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Goals
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The 2019 SAFET conference is expected to attract over 200 government, industry, 
NGO, and technology professionals from a broad spectrum of backgrounds and 
interests. The overarching goal is to explore and discover the potential of emerging 
technologies to address some of the most difficult fisheries MCS and seafood supply 
chain traceability challenges in an effort to prevent, deter, or eliminate IUU. 

The conference is designed to unite practical 
approaches and established experience with 
cutting edge research and development. The 
conference format will combine information 
sessions, panels, demonstrations, interactive 
sessions, and direct contact with developers 
and innovators while featuring international 
experts poised to inspire and motivate the 
audience in keynote presentations. 

The event will also facilitate international 
knowledge sharing between developed and 
developing regions, providing a unique 
opportunity to access new understanding 
and create new synergies related to the 

implementation of emerging technologies in 
fisheries ranging from small scale artisanal 
handline fisheries to industrial commercial 
purse seine fisheries.

The SAFET Conference welcomes anyone 
interested in learning about new and 
innovative ways to improve MCS and seafood 
supply chain traceability through novel 
applications of emerging technologies. The 
SAFET conference also strongly supports 
the participation of representatives from 
developing nations and encourages the 
inclusion of women in this event. 

Please plan to join us in Bangkok!

GOALS OF THE SAFET CONFERENCE:
  Improve and clarify the understanding of the 

existing MCS and supply chain traceability 
environment.

  Objectively review emerging and advancing 
technologies that might contribute to less 
expensive and more efficient MCS and supply 
chain traceability. 

  Advance future implementation of innovative 
emerging technologies in MCS and supply chain 
traceability applications where appropriate.
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Themes

THE CONFERENCE SESSIONS WILL  
FOCUS ON THE FOLLOWING THEMES:

Understanding the Global Fisheries  
and Seafood Landscape 

• Overview of the Global Fisheries Industry and Seafood Supply Chain
• Understanding International Cooperative Efforts
• Basic Gaps in Fisheries Enforcement and Seafood Monitoring
• Overview of Existing Technologies
• Basic Costs and Benefits of Existing Technologies Applications

Overview of Emerging Technologies 
• Integrated Satellite Imaging & Tracking Technology
• Unmanned Surveillance Technologies
• Electronic Monitoring
• Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning
• Catch Documentation and Traceability Technologies
• Cryptocurrencies and Blockchain 
• Data Management Solutions Technologies and Big Data Analytics
• Genetics for Use in Forensic Investigations and Traceability

WITH PANELS AND  
WORKSHOPS ADDRESSING:

Panels
• Course Change: Facilitating Adoption of Emerging Technology 
• Weighing the Alternatives: Matching Technologies to  

Objectives and Capacities?
• What Does the Future Hold? – Potential Technologies  

for Use and Application in Fisheries and Seafood

Workshops 
• On the Water – Implementing Cost Effective Electronic  

Reporting and Monitoring Solutions
• From Sea to Sky – Effective Implementation of Surveillance Assets
• How Much?! – Small Scale Fisheries and Technology Finance Challenges
• From Bait to Plate – Designing Comprehensive and Integrated  

Technology Systems

!

!

!

!



Registration and contact details

From the internal combustion engine to cellular phones, 
improvements in technology have almost always 
changed the world and this will be no different with 
respect to how we address the challenges we face with 
our oceans. Are you ready for those changes?

The Conference will take place at the Centara Grand, at Central Plaza  
Ladprao, in Bangkok, Thailand on 13-16 February, 2019. For more information, 
travel tips and to register for the SAFET Conference please visit:  
www.seafoodandfisheriesemergingtechnology.com

WWW.SEAFOOD AND FISHERIES  
EMERGING TECHNOLOGY.COM

  #SAFETCONF2019

  SEAFOOD AND FISHERIES EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES

  INFO@SEAFOOD AND FISHERIES  
EMERGING TECHNOLOGY.COM

© 1986 Panda Symbol WWF – World Wide Fund For Nature  
(Formerly World Wildlife Fund). ‘WWF®’ is a WWF Registered Trademark.

Why are we here

To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and 
to build a future in which people live in harmony with nature.

wwf.org.nz

2019
SAFET

http://WWW.SEAFOODANDFISHERIESEMERGINGTECHNOLOGY.COM
http://WWW.SEAFOODANDFISHERIESEMERGINGTECHNOLOGY.COM
https://twitter.com
https://www.facebook.com/seafoodandfisheriesemergingtechnologies/
mailto:info%40seafoodandfisheriesemergingtechnology.com?subject=
mailto:info%40seafoodandfisheriesemergingtechnology.com?subject=
http://wwf.org.nz
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